Composting Methods

Current composting practice utilises a ‘hot’ composting process whereby a mix of ¼ pasture clippings and ¾ stable straw/sawdust (mixed with animal manure) are windrowed. All material except the stable straw/sawdust is sourced on-site with weeds and other vegetable waste added as available.

The dimension of the ‘hot’ compost windrows are approximately 2m wide, 1.5m high and 10m long. Temperatures reach ~65-70oC. The windrows are mechanically and manually turned when material begins to cool. The turning process re-heats the windrow instigating a secondary hot composting phase. Care is taken to ensure all outside material is incorporated into the centre of the new windrow enabling a full compost of all material. The aim is to provide an easily workable compost with effective heat treatment of the uncertified stable straw.

Compost ready after minimum 8 weeks (summer) to 5 months (winter). Water is applied to point of water holding capacity.

Composting trials are planned that include incorporating organically allowable mineral fertilisers within compost and testing the differences in weed seed kill, chemical residues and plant pathogen levels in various methods of composting and fermentation.

Table of Analysis of Compost Characteristics

	Characteristic
	Level

	Total Nitrogen
	1.46%

	Total Recoverable Phosphorus
	0.47%

	Total Recoverable Potassium
	1.43%

	Total Recoverable Calcium
	1.45%

	Total Recoverable Magnesium
	0.39%

	Total Recoverable Sodium
	0.16%

	Carbon/Nitrogen Ratio
	15:1

	Total Carbon
	22%

	Organic Matter
	37.9%

	Ash
	62.1%

	Dry Matter
	47.5%


