Intensive Animal Production

Although the ideal organic system is extensive and almost entirely forage based, some more intensive forms of livestock farming are allowed for.  Egg and chicken meat production is often done intensively or semi-intensively with significant amounts of feed (in some cases the vast majority) being brought in.  There is also an element of livestock housing.

Housing

Where possible, housing should be portable to alleviate some of the common problems of housed livestock e.g. lack of access to new natural areas (scratching around etc).  Portability can reduce the build up of diseases such as coccidiosis (major bacterial pathogens in intensive livestock).  Hygiene is important to reduce the potential for disease and pest build up.

Stress levels need to kept to a minimum to aid animal health.  Part of this can be to provide areas for natural animal behaviour e.g. dust baths or mud wallowing depending on the species.  Access to outside areas can be a double edged sword with increased exposure to predators.  The system should be designed to avoid predators.

Extra Cost Factors in Intensive Organic Animal Production

Particular issues that spring up for these more intensive systems are that there are restrictions placed on the intensity of the system and the types of feed material that may be included in the ration.  The current high price of organic and spray-free feed materials puts organic intensive poultry farmers at a disadvantage even before the extra cost of having a less intensive system than factory farming.  As the organics industry continues to grow, it is likely that the price of such feed material will lower significantly through reduced scarcity and improved infrastructure and support industries.

There may also be extra certifier restrictions on the use of meat and bone meal and even fish meal.  Such protein rich feeds can promote high growth rates and restrictions on their use can further restrict economic success of the intensive organic operation.  There are also common additives in the conventional industry to optimise nutrition for growth including artificial or at least supplementary amino acids to make up for sub-optimum rationing.  The organic operation is forced to look more at changing the overall feed to fit requirements which will often cost extra.  Some of the feed materials used will often include soy and maize, which are increasingly difficult and costly to get as GE free let alone organic.

Source of Feed

The solutions to the cost problem may be to make the system less intensive, including in more foraging and/or to grow and process feed on farm or in partnership with a larger organic farm.  These solutions also serve to improve the sustainability of the system.  An innovative method used by some overseas pultry growers is to grow high value feed in the form of insects or worms.

