Trace Elements

There are proponents of trace elements that would claim they can be used to fix most of the problems encountered in livestock agriculture.  Organic practitioners are interested in the use and role of trace elements but the application of trace elements is encouraged to be as much a part of the system as possible rather than an intervention with brought products containing large doses of soluble salt trace elements.

There is still much more to understand of all the trace elements.  Many did not attract any real attention until symptoms of acute deficiency were finally attributed to that particular element.  Such was the case for cobalt (bush sickness) and selenium (white muscle disease).  Once discovered for their acute symptoms, the deficiencies 

The alternatives to a fertiliser approach for trace elements have been discussed in the Trace Elements article in Soils and Fertiliser Section.  With livestock there are further considerations.  Attention should be paid to whether a mineral deficiency/requirement is due to the livestock not getting enough total feed, the quality of the feed or gut condition.

Feeding the Soil?

Where fertiliser is used, a principle of organics is to feed the soil to feed the plants that will then feed the animal.  In the case of many of the trace elements, however, this may not be a very effective means of addressing livestock requirements because of soil lock up and poor plant uptake in which case supplementation could either be by foliar feeding or salt blocks, licks, inclusion in feed or mineral drenching.

