Mycotoxins and Specific Pasture Species Toxicity 

A common problem in pastures is toxicity either from a plant itself or from fungi growing on or within the plant tissue.  Some grass species e.g. Phalaris can cause a direct problem if there is too high a percentage (limit Phalarus to 5% or less).  Ryegrass staggers (related to a fungal endophyte within the tissue of this species) can also be avoided by limiting the percentage of perennial ryegrass present in a pasture.  Generally rank pasture growth with yellowed fungal infected stems should be avoided for fresh grazing. Good plant health should be aimed for including the avoidance of excess nitrogen and phosphorus levels (as this can increase harmful fungal infections) and the presence of good trace element levels especially zinc (as these can aid the avoidance and recovery from toxicity problems).  Healthy gut microflora related to low stress and good feed should also be promoted to reduce the effects of any toxins present.

