Lice of Sheep and Cattle

Management against lice includes many of the same methods as for intestinal roundworms because those methods promote general good health but also because worm burden predisposes livestock to greater lice issues.  As for some roundworms, sheep lice and cattle lice are host specific.  There are three species of sheep lice (two common) and four species of cattle lice.  All species usually cause little issue in summer but in winter and early spring can be severe with the resultant irritation and loss of blood leading to ill-thrift, hide/skin damage from rubbing and soiling of sheep wool.  

The different species affect different areas of the body, this should be taken into account if using topical methods of control.  The time from egg to egg laying adult also varies by species but for cattle lice is from around 25 to 29 days and sheep lice species vary from around 34 to 43 days.  

Lice cannot live apart from their host for more than a week so grazing management is less of an issue than with other parasites although it is a strategy to follow lice treatment with grazing on a clean area that has not been grazed by the same species for at least a week.

Some specific strategies against lice are listed in the Table below.

Table: Some strategies against sheep and cattle lice.

Strategy
Comment

Pyrethrum or Rotenone
Restricted.  Insecticidal. Variable results.

Flowers of Sulphur – dusting
Restricted.  Insecticidal.  Variable results.

Vegetable Oils
Restricted.  Insecticidal. Variable results.

Rub Poles
Allowing shedding of lice without damage to the skin.

Timing of Shearing
Shearing removes majority of lice and makes topical control easier.  A strategy is to autumn shear around March just as an epidemic might be starting and then spring shear around August before lambing to reduce spread to lambs.  Note though that spring shearing could increase cold stress in underweight ewes.

