Chemical Intervention and Quarantine Protocol

Organic certification bodies differ in how they deal with livestock that require chemical intervention but all make it clear that livestock must not suffer unduly where a chemical intervention would alleviate that suffering.  Ideally a system based solution should be sought and/or alternative remedies allowable to the organic certification be identified but the immediate treatment with for example a vermicide drench cannot be ignored.  Some of the requirements of the certifying agencies are outlined below.  Do not rely on what is written here for actual use on a certified property, consult the latest standards available and contact the relevant auditor/officer.

Agri-Quality

The withholding period is doubled before produce can be sold.  Stringent controls on record keeping and notification.  Restrictions on the number of treatments per year.

Bio-Gro 

Animals treated with conventional treatments must be quarantined in a separate quarantine paddock for double the withholding period of the treatment, and they lose certification for this period plus a further 12 months.  It is important to select treatments which will be effective but have the shortest possible withholding period.

The Agri-Quality standard is in line with international requirements for organic produce while the Bio-Gro standard is tighter.  Both are aimed at a minimisation of potential residues in the produce.

