Animal Health Observation

Good husbandry relies partly on intuition; the ability to quickly pick up changes in animal demeanour and condition.  If the observations of a good stockperson are to be analysed, factors can include…

· Gait and indications of lameness

· Contented eating rather than pacing around

· Position of head (e.g. should be down much of the time observing feet movement)

· Position of ears to indicate happiness or stress

· Time spent contentedly chewing of cud in ruminants (sheep, goats, cattle)

· Good and steady growth rates

· Coat condition should be shiny and not shaggy

· Eyes should be clear and not reddened or yellow

· Dung should be firm (good gut condition) without the colour or fragments of undigested food)

Strategic management also plays a role in good husbandry as shown in the cases below for the management of intestinal roundworms and lice.

