Biological Husbandry Unit (est. 1976)

Lincoln University

A 10 hectare block of Lincoln Univeristy land has been provided to the Biological Husbandry Unit (BHU) since 1976 for research and demonstration of organic farming.

In 1998 the BHU went into recess for nearly three years until August 2001 when a trust board headed by the late Sir Peter Elworthy reestablished the farm.  The board appointed Dr Tim Jenkins as manager.  Soon afterwards Ivan Barnett was appointed as technician bringing with him his farming implements.

Due to the recess a major reestablishment phase was required including sizeable spending on irrigation.

This operation was expensive and has used up a lot of our funding.  Some machinery e.g. bed former and undercutter bar as well as hand operated tools had to be purchased and there was also the building of several portable tunnelhouses.

We are now appealing for financial help whether by donation or membership of “Friends of the BHU”.  We are also keen in community participation in activities at the BHU.

Our target is to raise $40000 for capital expenditure and the running costs of some of our model systems.

We invite you to tender your support in whatever way you choose by contacting Tim by emailing thebhu@quicksilver.net.nz or Ivan by phoning Lincoln 3253684 (work) or 025 6015336 for further details.

Supporting the BHU can also take the form of joining the Organics2U vegetable box delivery scheme run by Mark McGrath (organics2u@xtra.co.nz or phone Lincoln ) or by supporting Steve Wylie’s market stalls in New Regent Street, Christchurch on Friday middays or outside the Lincoln University Library on Wednesdays.  Our aim is to be partially self financing through vegetable produce but we still need support to maintain the more community oriented models of biodiversity and sustainable growing on the BHU.

We thank you for your time and hope you are able to help us in our community oriented work.

Signed

Tim Jenkins

BHU Manager

